
minimachi · HIRAGANA CHARACTER CARD

あ · a
The letter a in hiragana is あ, the first character of the chart.
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Writing model

1 2 3

Write it, stroke by stroke.
1. Starts left of center, near the top; a line rising slightly right. — stop (とめ)

2. Starts above stroke 1, near the center line; curves down across it. — stop (とめ)

3. Starts right of stroke 2; across it, round, back across it, then right. — sweep (はらい)

Watch for: The lower space inside the loop closes up. Fix: Keep stroke 2’s slight leftward curve (not dead straight), and let stroke 3
cross it as low as you can, so the space inside the loop stays open.

あう · au · to meet あお · ao · blue あさ · asa · morning

Trace, copy, then cover the model and write from memory.

Stroke model: KanjiVG, © Ulrich Apel and contributors · CC BY-SA 3.0 · kanjivg.tagaini.net · license: creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/

Draft teaching content; Japanese educator review pending. Generated audio: see full guide.
Full guide and sources: minimachi.com/hiragana/a/
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